
Gain a Competitive Edge through Service 

 

Become an AmeriCorps VISTA, serve in the Appalachian Coalfields of West Virginia, and leave a 

positive footprint - all will give you valuable work experience boosting your attractiveness to future 

employers. The AmeriCorps VISTA program, sometimes described as Domestic Peace Corps, pro-

vides members medical insurance, a month living allowance, child care benefits, and delayed pay-

ment of student loans (with relief from paying interest). Additionally, at the end your service, you are 

eligible for $6,500 educational assistance. You can make a difference in one of the friendliest but 

most economically depressed regions in the country – a region challenged by comorbidity health 

concerns, lack of employment opportunities, and a population largely dependent on public assis-

tance. New input from energetic, talented, and passionate young adults can help overcome these 

daunting obstacles. Will you be part of the solution?  

 

As of December 1, 2021, Rural Appalachian Improvement League, Inc. (RAIL), located in Wyoming 

County WV, is seeking three AmeriCorps VISTAs (to join two other VISTAs) in building community 

and economic development initiatives.  Programs in place or in the planning stages include:  

 Rebuilding a once thriving watershed association to improve water quality and clearing the area 

of dilapidated buildings, overgrown vegetation and debris – creating jobs, making the area more 

pleasing for area residents as well as attracting tourists. Need an avid environmentalist! 

 Strengthening the RAIL programs relating to chronic diseases, protection against COVID-19, nu-

trition, and other healthy lifestyle initiatives. Need an individual trained in rural public health!  

 Designing and developing a new, innovative, and environmentally sensitive electricity system by 

using water, solar, wind, and natural gas—all readily available in WV. Need an energy industry 

advocate!  

AmeriCorps VISTA is a program administered by the federal government through AmeriCorps. See 

https://my.americorps.gov/ for details. You can find RAIL’s specific opportunities by choosing 

“AmeriCorps VISTA” as program type and “West Virginia” as the state: RAIL’s  opportunity listings 

are on page 3 -  Southern WV Coalfields Tourism Development VISTA Coordinator, Southern 

WV SUD Recovery to Work Program VISTA Coordinator, and  Southern WV SUD Recovery to 

Work Program VISTA Coordinator. 

304-294-6188 
railwv2001@gmail.com 

www.railwv.org 
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